FOR TEACHERS
Since 1992, S.O.L. has received over 29,000 students and 3,000 teachers on its various courses in North Devon . SOL's excellent reputation is well known, yet it has maintained the lowest prices you will find for courses of such high quality. This has been especially so for its teacher training courses and the reason is that we do not want to make a profit out of teachers who are paid so little. 
All courses are held in the delightful twin market towns of Barnstaple and Bideford, in North Devon . This area is one of the most beautiful parts of England , and includes the spectacular coast of the Atlantic Ocean - a wonderful experience in itself! 

The courses being offered for 2007 are as follows : 
A. A 14 day course for teachers who are able to obtain a Comenius grant and who want a very practical course in methodology and language development in England . The use of creative drama in teaching English will feature in the course 
B. A 12 day courses for teachers who need/want a practical course in methodology and language development in England and who didn't get or apply for a Socrates grant! 
This course is HALF the price of any other in-service course in the UK 
All courses are held in delightful North Devon . This area is one of the most beautiful parts of England , and includes the spectacular coast of the Atlantic Ocean - a wonderful experience in itself! 
2007 COURSE DATES 
Sunday July 8th is the start date for both courses . ALL morning arrivals in London . 
A second 12 day course may run from July 29th if the first one is over-subscribed 
Courses A finishes on Saturday July 21st, with the night of the 20th in London . Price: £625
                                                                                                                                                        €925
Courses B is SOL subsidised and finishes on Thursday July 19th . Price: £325 
Accommodation will be with host families , who provide all meals, including packed lunch on course and departure days, and transport to and from the centre each day. The success of the courses has been greatly enhanced by the quality of our host families, who offer warm hospitality to guests and also time in the evening for relaxed conversation. This really is an excellent opportunity to develop confidence in communicating in English naturally - something that most teachers don't often get time for! 
The final content of the course will relate to individual needs of each of the participants and this will be carefully identified in advance of the course. 
Travel to and from England is the individual's responsibility and is not included in the price, though help and advice can be given. SOL however will organise all travel to Devon for morning arrivals in London on the date indicated. Return flights should not be booked before 1300 on the last day. This is included in the price, and so is the travel within the programme in Devon . The last night of the 14 day course will be one overnight stay in London , allowing plenty of time (depending on return flight times) to see the Capital - and with an English guide. This cost is also included. 
Application for any course should be made by phone, fax, letter or e-mail at any time to the contact given below. Once you have confirmed your ability to take part, you will receive all details needed to make the necessary payments, and an information sheet which we will ask you to return to us in order to help with the planning of the course, travel plans and placement with an appropriate host family. 
A description of the courses follows: 

Description of the programme for the courses : 
The primary concerns will be the questioning and assessment of current methodologies in English language teaching. The course will provide for individual needs and requests (called for in advance) as far as practicable within a general course, with language development and the use of creative drama being important features. The course is suitable for experienced teachers as well as those newer to teaching or those whose access to English is very limited. For everyone, the rich and intensive cultural experience in a most beautiful part of Britain in itself will be worth coming for! 

The course content will depend very much upon the requests of participants but will include the following aspects: 
•  The teaching of standard English and its relationship with native speakers' oral communication (inclusive of jargon, slang, journalese, business-speak and idiomatic phrases). 
•  The concept of English, as a language of global communication, or as an unspecified amalgam of many languages. 
•  The learning style in relation to the teaching style, their interdependence, indistinctiveness and/or differentiation and why it matters. 
•  Learner autonomy. 
•  Playing games or game playing. 
• Songs.
• Lesson planning.

•  Simulated and incidental learning of the rules and usage of grammar and vocabulary, and their versatility, through various aspects of drama and other creative concepts. 
•  Real drama compared to 'artificial' language study in the classroom. 
Visits to places of interest - these are very complementary to and integrated into the work in the classroom. Every trip is with an experienced guide who provides plenty of information and answers - and asks ! - questions. They allow participants to see a lovely part of England that is likely to be new to them and gain an insight into the way of life that is much more typical than the bustle of big cities. This is so important for a teacher. Barnstaple is the oldest borough in England , and has a rich history. Tintagel Castle vividly brings to life the story of King Arthur. The sight and sound of the Atlantic Ocean cannot be imagined - it has to be experienced! The sound and sight of the surf - the tides - the freshest of air!! 
On one evening in the second week there is usually a folk concert - always a very popular event! 
Time with the host families - so often underestimated by other institutions, the time in the evenings and at weekends is for many teachers the highlight of the course and provides excellent language development! Here, maybe with a teacher from another country also on the course, conversation is relaxed and natural with friendly hosts and in a natural home setting! SOL's families are very much part of the organisation, giving a lot to their guests, but also themselves enjoying their company. 
Course A could attract Socrates grant funding. To date we have received over 300 such teachers on our courses. We have not applied to be on the Comenius List but this should not be a problem if you feel this is the right course for you. The outstanding feedback on our previous courses will ensure that there is no better quality course available within the price in the UK . Applicants will need to justify the choice of this course when applying for a grant
